Where Do Ideas Come From?

When you look at a bird nest or analyze a
spider web, you can see that both are made
with incredible skill. But these skills of ani-
mals come from instinct and are inborn.
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words of Thomas Edison who said, “If I
fail 99 times, I won’t have wasted my
time. I'll know 99 ways it won't work.”
Actually, Edison tried thousands of fila-
ments and conditions before he * Connecting or building associations. Try
to think of words, events, or relation-

ships among items. For example, when
looking at the bark of a tree or the ripple
of water, think about the line, texture,
and pattern that is created.

o Metaphor or simile. Think of unusual

comparisons among items. Use the

phrase, “The feels like a
” Have fun thinking of

unique and unusual comparisons.
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they will come from making connections.
Try some of the following ways to expand
your creative thinking skills:

succeeded in making a light bulb.

e [nventing. Inventing is another special
way of creating. The man who invented
hook-and-loop fasteners made a connec-
tion. He walked through a field and
found burrs stuck to his pant legs. By
examining the burrs he discovered that
at the end of each of the sharp needles is
a tiny hook. He decided that if he made
similar hooked material, it would stick to
a fuzzy surface. Now we use hook-and- e Collaborate. Listen to others; work
loop fasteners on shoes and belts and .
shiEtS, even in factories. together.




