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Position Paper 
Mrs. Strickland
Speech 

Use MLA to set up the heading, title, and format of your paper. If you are unsure as to what this is refer to your Writers Inc text. The length of your paper is a minimum of one page and must “read” like a speech. Use class notes and lecture to complete the prompt. 
The topic: Martin Luther King Jr.
Take a position on the topic of Martin Luther King Junior answering the following question: Has MLK’s dream been achieved?

Be sure to do the following:

___Use at least 5 citations directly from Martin Luther King’s Speech as concrete details within your essay

___Clearly state your opinion (this is your opinion and not the opinion of the teacher or your classmates.
___Apply your opinion to modern-day examples (cover both your thoughts and the thoughts of others, using specific examples from our society today). Be sure to evaluate the question upon all levels: in education, in the workplace, within religious institutions, in our political system, on a state and country level, and so many more. 
Due Date: Friday, September 18th 2009
No late assignments will be accepted. If printers do not work, e-mail to the teacher at pstrickland@saintbonaventure.com 

Grading Rubric

Structure

___/2 Double-spaced and Typed
___/2 Grabber (as a speech generally has)
___/2 Topic stated clearly

___/2 Opinion stated clearly

Speech Writing Techniques

___/2 Opening grabs the reader’s/audience’s attention

___/3 Direct citations from MLK’s speech
___/3 Citations embedded and cited correctly
___/1 Title of speech is catching and applicable to topic (not too basic)
Conventions

___/3 Spelling, punctuation, grammar (syntax)

___/3 Vocabulary is upgraded (general language used to speak on an everyday basis upgraded to proper speech)
Total Possible Points: ____/23






